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From Pastor . . . . 

AFRAID TO BE HUMBLE? 
 

“All  of  you,  clothe  yourselves  with  humility  toward  one another, 
because,  ‘God  opposes  the  proud  but  gives  grace  to  the  humble.’” 

(1 Peter 5:5) 
 
I have seen it. And I have done it. A group of parents are in the room and one starts talking 
about his kids. Then one parent after another chimes in about their kids. It is almost a 
competition where each parent is making sure everyone else knows his kid is as active and 
doing  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  other  parent’s  kid.  I  understand  why.  We  are  proud  of  
our kids and we are afraid that they (and we as their parents) will go unnoticed. 
 
Let’s  admit  it.  We  are  afraid  of  being  humble.  We  are  afraid  if  we  don’t  sing  our  own  
praises, the song will never be sung. We are afraid our own virtues and accomplishments 
will go unnoticed, like that lonely wild flower behind the shed, afraid no one will see its 
blossom or smell its fragrance. 
 
So naturally we sometimes make sure people know who we are and all we do. 
 
The Apostle Peter, whom the Holy Spirit used to pen our text for this devotion, learned 
the hard way the danger of singing his own praises.  “I  will  never  desert  you,”  he  boldly  
boasted to Jesus only to crumble before the inquiring questions of a teenage girl, denying he 
even knows Christ let alone be willing to die for him. Peter learned when that line is crossed 
into arrogance and vain boasting. 
 
So Peter quoted a wise saying from Proverbs to knock himself down and us.  “God  
opposes  the  proud.”  Why  would  God  do  that?  Well,  someone  too  busy  praising  himself  
doesn’t  have  time  to  praise  God.  And  someone  who  boasts  of  all he has done does not have 
the  desire  to  ask  Jesus  for  help.  Pride  goes  before  the  fall.  Pride  means  we  don’t  need  God.  
So he humbles us. He reminds us of sins, the ones we committed today. He shows us how, 
on our own, we fall short of his glory, which means  we  are  short  of  heaven’s  glory.  “[God]  
gives  grace  to  the  humble.”  He  humbles  us  so  our  hands  are  open  to  receive  grace  from  him.  
Grace comes to us in the flesh and blood of his own Son who laid down his life as our 
ransom. Pride turns God away. Humility receives grace from him. 
 
Does this mean that all the good we do will go unnoticed? By people, maybe, but not by 
God who promises that all our good deeds will follow us into heaven. He remembers every 
good thing you long forgot and will thank you for it. 
 
So be humble, before God for his grace, and before one another for Christ-like service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.stpaularlington.com/
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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH LUTHER (Part 16) 

 

DEATH OF LUTHER 
Throughout  the  last  fifteen  months  we  have  looked  at  Luther’s  life  and  some  of  his  influences  on  the  church  
and the world.  This month we are concluding the series of Luther by taking a look at his death. 
 
Luther was asked to help settle a dispute between brother counts – Gebhard and Albert. (He was asked to settle 
various disputes from time to time.) This meant he had to take an eighty-mile trek in the middle of winter to 
Eisleben.  Despite  his  wife’s,  Katie,  objection  he  felt  duty  bound  to  try  and  settle  the  dispute.    So  he,  his  sons,  
Martin and Paul, and several friends set out for Eisleben on January 23, 1546. Five days later they were able to 
cross the Saale River and shortly after a troop of 113 horsemen joined them to take the party to their quarters. 
 
When Luther got there he began listening to the two counts (the brothers) and their lawyers argue. During these 
three weeks he also preached four times, helped  distribute  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  helped  ordained  two  pastors.  
On Feb. 17 he was able to convince the two counts to settle their differences and live peaceably in the future. 
Luther was looking forward to relaxing and returning to Wittenberg. 
 
That evening, after supper, Luther excused himself and went to his room to rest.  All at once, he complained of 
a pain in his chest near his heart. Doctors were called and applied hot cloths to the area and massaged his chest.  
After a dose of medicine, Luther fell asleep. About two in the morning, he cried out in great pain.  In the 
adjoining room his friend, Justus Jonas, and another friend went into his room to help him.  While the friends 
tried to comfort Luther, Luther prayed his final prayer either asking God to help him or take him with the sure 
hope that Jesus would take him to heaven.  Shortly after this prayer came a third attack, much greater than the 
first  two.    Sensing  Luther’s  end  was  near,  Justus  Jonas  stepped  over  to  Luther  and  asked  in  a  loud  voice, 
“Reverend  Father,  are  you  willing  to  die  in  the  name  of  the  Christ  and  the  doctrine  which  you  have  preached?”  
Loudly  that  all  could  here  was  Luther’s  answer  of,  “Yes!”    With  this,  Luther  fell  asleep  in  death.    Asleep  in  
Jesus! 
 
Martin Luther died at age of 62 on February 18,1546, in Eisleben, Germany, the same city he was born in.  A 
funeral  was  held  the  next  day  at  St.  Andrew’s  Church.    A  second  service  was  held  the  next  day.    On  February  
22, the wagon arrived in Wittenberg.  There two mounted knights with sixty horsemen moved ahead of the 
wagon  as  church  bells  tolled.    Following  the  wagon  was  Luther’s  wife,  his  three  sons  and  daughter,  Margaret, 
along  with  relatives  and  friends.  Finally  Luther’s  body  was  placed  in  the  Castle  Church,  the  same church in 
which he nailed the Ninety-five Theses. Martin Luther was lowered into its final resting place under the floor in 
front of the pulpit.  (You can still see this place today.) 
 
Luther took God at His word and told the world.  So the Gospel which Luther preached became a power that 
not even the devil could resist. 
 
Read more about Luther in these two books from the church library: Martin Luther: Reformer by Armin W. 
Schuetze  and Martin Luther Hero of Faith by Frederick Nohl. 



3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
      
      

 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  Arlington,  MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SOCIETY: Our  parent’s  
group has met for planning our events for this 
school year.  Major events include the school 
Marathon,  Harvest  Party,  Parent’s  information  
night, and school promotions.   Lee Wendland was 
elected president, Kari Schmidt as secretary, and  
Rob Brau as the treasurer.  
 
OPEN HOUSE/REGISTRATION: School registration 
day is set for Monday, August 13th.  School will be 
open from 9:00-7:00 that day.  That day is also an 
open house for anyone who would like to walk 
through school and see the waxed floors and 
progress with the kitchen and bathrooms. 
   
WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK: Keep up-to-date with all 
school events and happenings online.    
www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  
Like us on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/stpaularlington. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:   
August 
13   School Registration Day 9:00-7:00 
14   Staff meetings at Redwood Falls  
15   Workshops held at MVL High School for staff 
September     
4   First Day of Classes K-8th,  
      PREK 3 in the afternoon                                
5    First Day for PREK4                                                                            
6   First day for Home School Program                                        
9   2nd Graders receive a Bible from CES 
10   School Picnic 6:00  
29   MLC soccer tourney 

 
 

Back in the Day: What the school kitchen looked 
like! You can see it now August 13th. Come and 

compare. Name this school cook? Year? 

AUGUST 2018 
SCHOOL UPDATES:      
Bathroom:  The  boy’s  bathroom  project  is  underway  
at school. We have new plumbing and a brand new 
floor coating.  We are excited for all the new changes 
to the facility. Thank you to all the individuals who 
applied for Thrivent grants for this project.  
Kitchen: The new floor has been poured in the 
kitchen. Brian is ready to get cooking for the new 
school year! 
Floor Waxing: Thank you to those that have helped 
move furniture this year.  All the classrooms have 
been put back and teachers can prepare for this year.  
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these items.  
Labels can be dropped off at school or use the 
collection container in the back of church.  Aluminum 
cans-bring to the trailer in alley by school.    Thanks 
for saving these simple things. 
1. Designate Thrivent Choice dollars                
2. Our Family UPC labels    
3. Box Tops for Education    
4. Aluminum Cans           
5. Country Hearth UPCs                                                                                               
6. MILK MOOLA– from Kwik Trip   
7.Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points (You can 
designate  your  Food  Club  receipts  to  go  to  St.  Paul’s  
School  simply  by  visiting  the  service  desk  at  Coborn’s  
or registering online.  
 
NEW CAR DECALS:  New  St.  Paul’s  car  decals  will  be  
available to all who would like them.  They feature St. 
Paul’s  Lutheran  on  them.    They  are  free  for  all.    They  
are easy to attach and remove from any vehicle 
window.  Use the sign-up sheet at church or talk to a 
staff member or Kelsey Koepp to get yours.   

http://www.facebook.com/stpaularlington
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CONFIRMATION ESSAY  
As stated two months ago we are going to publish the 
essays  of  this  year’s  confirmands.  This month we 
publish two essays. This one was written by Nick 
Kistner, son of Corey and Jennifer Kistner. 
 
“In  his  heart  man  plans  his  course,  but  the  Lord  

determines  his  steps.”  Proverbs  16:9.   
 

What does this mean to me?  To me, this means that 
God will help me with different decisions in life.  He 
will make the right decisions when I do not.  As a 
result, I am not afraid of the future knowing that he 
has a plan for me. 
 
Everybody has different plans for their life; like 
going to college, getting a degree or just going 
straight into the workforce.  Somebody might be 
going into work right after they graduate from high 
school but later change their mind and go to college 
instead because of a change in their life. My plans are 
to go to college but I do not know what I am going to 
do and where I am going to end up.  He knows 
whether or not I will marry and have a family of my 
own.  God knows what my life will be like when I am 
older and retired.  I know he will be with me every 
step of my life. 
 
I know God will always be with me.  He will always 
make  sure  that  I  am  kept  safe  and  out  of  harm’s  way,  
but I also know everything happens for a reason.  He 
helps  me  when  I  pray  or  even  when  I  don’t  pray.    He  
helps me when I have nowhere else to go. He provides 
for me when I have nothing.  He will lead me back to 
faith if I fall astray.  Knowing all these things, I am 
not afraid of the future and what it will consist of. 
 
I know God will keep us safe and help us make the 
right choices. Even  though  we  won’t  always  make the 
right choices ourselves, God knows.  He knows that 
we  need  to  learn  and  if  we  don’t,  then  we  would  never  
make  the  right  choices  on  our  own.    That’s  why  
everybody has God to go to when we are unsure of the 
future or anything else.  I know he is always with me 
and will always be with me.  This is the reason why I 
am not afraid of the future.  And what is that future?  I 
will be in heaven with God because Jesus died and 
rose for me.  God will make sure it happens. 

CONFIRMATION ESSAY  
This second essay for this month was written by 
Dominick Olson, son of Marion Standing. 
 

Thank  You  Mom  for… 
 

I would like to thank my mom for bringing me to a Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod Church, paying for my tuition 
at   school,   watching   over   me,   and   also   teaching   me   God’s  
Word.  I would also like to thank my grandparents, aunts, and 
uncles  also  watching  over  me  and  teaching  me  God’s  Word. 
 
I   know   that   I   couldn’t   obey   the   Fourth   Commandment 
perfectly and one little sin should be punished by God.  But 
Jesus saved me by dying for my sins and by keeping all the 
commandments perfectly including the Fourth.  In the Fourth 
Commandment it says to obey our parents and others in 
authority.  But what goes God forbid in this commandment?  He 
forbids us to disobey, dishonor, or anger our parents or others in 
authority.  We all know we broke this commandment since birth.  
God sent us parents to give us many blessings such as food and 
drinks, our clothes on our back, a home, guidance for everyday 
life, love us and the most important of it all: to teach us His Word 
and help grow our faith.  Thank you, Mom, for doing all of this.  
Also, forgive me when I made it hard on you. 
 
How does God want us to obey His representatives while we 
live life on this earth?  God wants us to honor his 
representatives by serving and obeying them with love and 
compassion.  God also wants us to honor his representatives that 
He has chosen to lead us to good and Christian lives even when 
they grow old.  God also sent his representatives to discipline us 
when we sin against this commandment.  We all feel bad for 
ourselves if we get disciplined, but it could also be a blessing.  
Such discipline can be a blessing to prevent a person from falling 
under   God’s   terrible   judgment   of   hell.   Thank   you,  Mom,   for  
disciplining  me  as  God’s  representative. 
 
When does God forbid us to obey those in authority over us? 
God   doesn’t   want   us   to   obey   those   in   authority   when   they  
command us to believe or do sinful things against His Word.  
God’s  representatives  on  this  earth  are  not  perfect,  but  he  sent  us  
our parents to discipline us, love us, and teach us His Word.  
Thank you, Mom, for bringing me to faith and not trying to take 
God’s  Word  from  me. 
 
But how did God save not just us by his representatives?  He 
saved us by sending his son, Jesus, to die on the cross and 
keeping the Fourth Commandment perfectly.  So that is why we 
want  to  obey  God’s  representatives  in  every  possible  way  we  can  
on this earth, even though we are not perfect, we should give all 
glory to Your name.  Thank you, Jesus for doing this so all of us 
can have eternal life in heaven. 
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BIBLE STUDIES 
SUNDAY FAMILY BIBLE CLASS is continuing 
over summer. It follows the Sunday morning 
worship service about 10:15am.  It  is  downstairs.    It’s  
a bit more relaxed and a little shorter.  Topics during 
this summer will be based on the book, “Prepared to 
Answer.” Some  of  the  upcoming  topics  include  “Pro-
choice  or  not,”  “I’ll  never  be  able   to   forgive,”How  
can  you  believe  in  the  resurrection?”,  “Where  is  God 
when  I’m  hurting.”  You  get  the  idea.    Please  join  us! 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY continues through 
the month of August.  Our topics are based on the 
“Hard  Sayings  of  Jesus.”  We meet at 2:00pm in the 
basement.  The schedule for the month of August is 
as follows: 
August 1 – Jesus Challenges Our View of  
                                    Ourselves 
August 8 – Jesus  Is  Coming  Back…Soon? 
August 15– Unbelievable Faith 
August 22 – Who Is Jesus? 
August 29 – No Class 

 
 

(Continued from previous column) 
•  “heart  to  heart  parent  conversation” This 
month, the parent article, focuses on the 
question,  “How    can  we  support  a  child  who  is  
struggling?” 
 
•  “Tune  In” (p.18) This article which is 
usually focused for teens really hits home for 
all of us.  During church, do you tend to drift 
away from what the pastor is saying or do you 
stay  focused?  It’s  an  age-old dilemma. 
 
•  “No!  No!  No!  No!  No!” (p.28-29) Find out 
how a simple word that can carry such 
negative energy, can also bring great comfort. 
 
•  “Evangelism:  Lessons  from the Savior”   
(p12-13) This second article in a four-part 
series on evangelism focuses on listening first 
to others as we eventually want to share the 
Gospel with others. There is good, practical 
advice in here. 
 
•  “From  the  Mountains  to  the  Skies:  The  
Story  of  Hue  Thao” (P.30-31) Told in first 
person style, this recalls ministry to a Hmong 
gentleman from his early years to his funeral. 
This is a fascinating story! 
 
There are still many short, well-written articles 
about prayer, the prophet Nahum, district 
conventions, new district presidents, to name a 
few.  Take your copy and enjoy reading for 
your pleasure and your faith! 

SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

 
The semi-annual congregational meeting will 
be held on Sunday, August 19, after church. 
Everyone is invited to attend! 

FORWARD IN CHRIST – AUGUST 
It’s  almost  August  and  it’s  almost  fair  time  
AND another issue of Forward in Christ. 
Copies are in the narthex and by the office door 
for you to pick up and read.  Here are some 
highlights: 
•  “Feedback” (p.6)  Usually  this  page  isn’t  
mentioned here, but a few writers have 
expressed what has been said before – some 
well written and meaningful articles are in 
Forward in Christ. 
 
•  “A  Hallelujah  Helper” (p.7)  Do you like 
Hamburger Helper?  Find out how this author 
compares Hamburger Helper with Psalm 111. 
 
•  “Our  Treasure:  The  Gospel”  (p.10-11) This 
articles reminds us to keep our vision clear and 
our eyes on our Savior no matter what happens 
in life. 
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Encouraging  Word  … 

when I am frightened 
 

“Do  not  fear,  for  I  am  with  you;;  do  not  be  dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you;;  I  will  uphold  you  with  my  righteous  right  hand.”  - Isaiah 41:10 

 
Soon, students and teachers will be headed back to the classroom. Some students will be getting 

on a bus for the first time, some will be away from Mom and Dad for the first time, or they are headed 
to a new school and a new classroom.  Many of those children will be very anxious.  The other side of 
that classroom door is completely unknown.  The worst could possibly happen.  They will wonder if 
they can even do it! 

 
Likely,  the  same  can  be  said  every  time  we  have  an  opportunity  to  talk  about  Jesus.    We’re  

afraid.  More than that, terrified.  What if the worst happens?  We could look so foolish.  We could 
stammer and trip over our words.  We could say things all wrong, or run into a question to which we 
don’t  have  an  answer.    We  could  lose  a  friend  or  come  off  as  “weird.”    What  if  people  find  out  that  we  
believe Jesus with all our heart but still sin against him?  What if they call us hypocrites? 

 
It is to such terror-stricken, spiritually terrified people that God speaks through the prophet 

Isaiah:  “Do  not  fear,  because  I  am  with  you.” 
 
Picture a new kindergartener walking onto the school grounds and confronted by a couple of 

students  intent  on  taking  his  lunch?    Just  in  time,  the  youngster’s  older  brother  in  sixth  grade  walks  up  
to ward off the bullies. 

   
God is with us, just like the big brother was with his little brother.  Except our God is infinitely 

more powerful, infinitely more wise, infinitely more caring.  He is not just our big brother, he is our 
God.  The creator-of-all-things has our back!  The courage we need to speak up about our faith rests in 
the one in whom we believe—the one who came to be with us to rescue us from sin and death.  In his 
great love for us, he strengthens and helps us, and keeps us safe.  

  
So,  do  not  be  afraid.    Don’t  be  afraid  this  fall  or  at  any  time  to  talk  about  the  Savior  who  has  

come to rescue all humanity.  Do not be afraid.  He is with you.  

BLUE CHRISTMAS 
This year our church will again be 
celebrating  a  “Blue  Christmas.”    This  
rather short worship service is designed 
for individuals who have suffered a loss in 
their lives whether it be a loss of a loved 
one, a job, or possibly some other 
emotional trauma.  Christmas is usually a 
time of festivities, but it can be quite 
painful.  In a small, intimate gathering we 
hope to celebrate Christmas and also 
remember our loved ones or losses in a 
way that will be hopeful.  We will be 
doing this on Monday evening, Dec. 19, 
at 6:30 pm. If you would like to attend, 
please speak to Karen Archer, Darrell 
Hamblin, or Don Koch or call the church 
office (964-2731) by Friday, Dec. 16. 
 


